Guidance for students who have specific learning needs, a longterm health condition, and/or a disability.
Disclosure
We are aware that sharing details of a disability, long-term health
condition or specific learning difference can be hard. However we need
to know how to best assist you in your studies, and therefore we
encourage you to identify your needs, and provide us with as much
information as possible. In the first instance this information will be
shown to our Learning Support Co-ordinator. If she feels it is necessary
to facilitate your admission interview, the tutors conducting your
interview will also be told of your specific needs. In the first instance
please show that you have specific needs on your application form, so
that we can provide reasonable adjustments for you.
It is important to let us know if you have any specific needs that impact
on your learning and studying with us. For example, if you have mobility
needs, require medical storage facilities, medical guidance and/or
specialist support. Your application form requests this information, and it
is helpful for us to know this in advance so that we can make any
reasonable adjustments for you.
Evidence
If you have a specific learning difference (e.g. dyslexia or dyspraxia)
you will need to provide a copy of your diagnostic assessment report.
You will probably have this from a previous learning environment. If you
think you may have a specific learning difference but have not been
assessed we advise you to make contact with a Specialist Teacher
Assessor, or a Chartered Psychologist to undertake an assessment
preferably before you begin studying with us. Unfortunately, The Minster
Centre cannot offer advice or funding in regards to assessment.
The following organisations may be able to help you with your
assessment:
• Dyslexia Association of London http://dyslexialondon.org/contact-us/
• Dyslexia Action http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/
• The British Dyslexia Association have a full list of assessors (these
may not be clinical psychologists) and a very good help line that may be
able to help http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
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If you have a long-term health condition or disability, please provide us
with information about your specific needs, so that we can ensure that
we can assist you with your studies at The Minster Centre. It would be
helpful if you could provide us with a report from your doctor, consultant
or another relevant professional.
If you develop a disability or health condition during your training with us,
please contact Alyson Jaffe directly so that we can arrange to make
reasonable adjustments for you.
You will find a list of useful contacts and resources further down on this
page.
Learning Support Coordinator
Once you have submitted your application form and given us the
information that we need about your requirements, such as a diagnostic
report identifying your learning needs, a medical professional report
about your long-term health condition or disability, this will be passed to
Alyson Jaffe. Alyson is the Learning Support Co-ordinator, and a Deputy
Director of Training, who will explore how we can support you in your
studies. Alyson may need to speak to you on the phone or meet with you
in person, so that your needs are individually assessed, and a plan put
in place that will benefit both you, as a student, and what can be met by
The Minster Centre, as a small training organisation. This is likely to be
separate to the interview process for selection onto our courses.

Alyson will act as an Advisor to staff and students. In the first instance,
she will be the person who deals with all issues related to disability, and
relevant information will be then given to your tutors, Heads of Year, and
administrative staff. This information will be in the form of a Learning and
Study Agreement, between the student and The Minster Centre, which
will be agreed with Alyson and passed onto the relevant staff.
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List of Useful Contacts and Resources
Assistive Technology
Many students with specific learning differences such as dyslexia or
dyspraxia find assistive technology software and smartphone/tablet
applications (Apps) helpful to support them in their study. For example,
text-to-speech software will read aloud any digital text such as a
document, email or webpage using a synthesised voice which can be
helpful for proof reading.
Here is a list of useful resources:
https://www.abilitynet.org.uk/expert-resources

The Diversity and Ability (DnA) resources webpage:
www.dnamatters.co.uk/resources/ detail a variety of free, low cost and
commercial assistive software and smartphone/tablet Apps. Each item
includes overview information of how it can support study, a download
link and a video or document user guide.
The Association of Dyslexia Specialists in Higher Education (ADSHE) –
Find a specialist dyslexia or SpLD tutor - http://adshe.org.uk/ email
John.Conway@rau.ac.uk to request a tutor.
The Professional Association of Teachers with Students with Specific
Learning Difficulties (PATOSS) – Diagnostic Assessor Index
www.patoss-dyslexia.org/SupportAdvice/AboutTutorAssessorIndex/
The British Psychological Society – Directory of Chartered Psychologists
for Educational Psychologist
Assessments: www.bps.org.uk/bpslegacy/dcp
GroOops is a very useful organisation in North London:
http://www.grooops.org/

3

Here is a list of more useful resources:

Tool

Headspace

AT Bar

Be
Focused/Clo
ckwork
Tomato

Be my Eyes

ColdTurkey

Dyslexia
Key

Well-Being

Reading

Focus,
Concentration

Visual
Impairments

Focus,
Concentration

Reading

Emergency
Chat App
Social
Interaction

Free Software/Apps
Description
Link
Listen for 30
minutes a day –
helps to calm
https://www.headspace.com/
and combat
anxiety
Google Chrome
Extension – Text https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/atbar/lihjlachbdic
to Speech and
bhpalgegcgknkbmjhicl/related
Overlay
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.owlhd&hl
=en_GB /
Pomodoro
learning style
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.phlam.andr
app
oid.clockworktomato
Register as a
person with or
without sight.
When a person
without sight
needs help to
see, it opens up
video link and
connects them to
a person with
sight.

http://bemyeyes.com/

Block specific
websites for a
set time

http://getcoldturkey.com/

iPhone App
makes keyboard
font easier to
read.
Allows
predetermined
message to come
up when person
becomes nonverbal, this

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dyslexiakey-makingtyping/id957626910?mt=8

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/emergencychat/id1024194363?mt=8
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Forest App

Concentration,
Focus

From Text to
Reading
Speech

GBoard

Writing

avoids touching
and opens up
communication
Self-control App
– particularly
good for phones
Text to Audio
Allows you to
google within
the keyboard on
your device
Online revision
platform. Use
other people’s
Quizes and
Flashcards
Highlight and
word and
instantly see the
definition

https://www.forestapp.cc/en/

http://www.fromtexttospeech.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/gboard-a-new-keyboardfrom-google/id1091700242?mt=8

Go Conqr

Exams, Revision

Google
Dictionary

Reading

Grammarly

Proofreading

Grammar
checker

www.grammarly.com

Habitbull

Health and Well
being

Tracking app
that helps you
create and
master healthy
habits – i.e drink
water every day

http://www.habitbull.com/blog/

Hemmingwa
y Editor

Writing

Analyses your
text

http://www.hemingwayapp.com/

InstaGrok.co
m
Manchester
Academic
Phrasebook

Mindly App

Night Owl

Research

Writing

Researching,
Organisation

Reading,
Research

Quizlets
Exam, Revision

Research Tool
that offers
results as a
MindMap
List of sentence
starters for
academic
writing
Mind Mapping
for your mobile
Reduces the
screen
brightness lower
than the default
setting
Create
Quizes/flashcard
s, take

https://www.goconqr.com/

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/googledictionary-by-goog/mgijmajocgfcbeboacabfgobmjgjcoja

http://www.instagrok.com/index.html

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/

http://www.mindlyapp.com/features

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.owlhd&hl
=en_GB

https://quizlet.com/subject/
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Read Mode

Reading

Time
Management
Save my
time

Sleep if you
can

Motivation

Speak it!

Reading,
Research

Stay Focusd

Concentration,
Focus,
Motivation

Swipes

Organisation

Visor

Word
Counter

Reading

Writing
Organisation

Wunderlist

Written
Kitten

Motivation

Zotero

Referencing

Quizes/flashcard
s that teachers or
students have
made,
Removes clutter
for easy reading
and printing
Track what you
are doing with
your time each
day to help weed
out
procrastination
and time wasting
activities
Getting you up
and out of bed!
Text to speech
for Google
Chrome – A
Google Chrome
Extension
Google Chrome
extension –
blocks specific
websites or
gives an
allowance of
time each day
Create To-Do
Lists and swipe
when done or
swipe to
postpone
A Google
Chrome
extension overlay
Word Statistics
and Word
Counter
To-do list which
synchronises and
allows emailing
of list
Positive
reinforcement.
A picture of a
kitten every 100
words
Referencing tool

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/readmode/nagcaahojecfeopbghgihcabgiepploa?hl=en-GB

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.godmodev
.optime&hl=en_GB

http://alar.my/

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/search/speakit?hl=enGB

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/stayfocusd/laankejkb
hbdhmipfmgcngdelahlfoji?hl=en

http://swipesapp.com/personal/

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/visor/lhpbckonak
ppajdgicbjdfokagjofnob

http://www.wordcounter.net/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wunderkin
der.wunderlistandroid

http://writtenkitten.co/

https://www.zotero.org/download/
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Follow AbilityNet:
YouTube Videos https://www.youtube.com/user/abilitynet
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AbilityNet/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/abilitynet

DSA: Disabled Students Allowance
Only students registered on the PgDip/MA programmes are eligible
for this.
Further information and applications forms can be obtained from:
www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsas/overview
https://www.dnamatters.co.uk/resources/dsa/intro/
Dyslexia Action Learning Fund
Web: www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk

The Dyslexia Action Learning Fund provides funds to pay for specialist
tuition at Dyslexia Action Centres for those with specific learning and
literacy difficulties. To find out more about it please contact your nearest
centre
www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/find-us.
They also provide assessment services, for which you will have to pay.
Educational Guidance Service
208 Rochdale Road
Greetland
Halifax
HX4 8JE
Website: www.egs.org.uk
The Educational Guidance Service offer assessment services.
Tel: 01422 372222
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Snowdon Trust
Unit 18, Oakhurst Business Park, Southwater, West Sussex RH13 9RT
Tel: 01403 732 899
Email: info@snowdontrust.org
Web: www.snowdontrust.org
The scheme primarily helps physically disabled students and sensory
impaired students in further or higher education or those training towards
employment. Bursaries are made for one or two years and do not
normally exceed £2,500. Awards are made for equipment, travel, sign
language interpreters, note takers, special accommodation needs and
other disability-related costs not met by statutory bodies. Applications
are considered twice a year and closing dates are 31 May and 31
August.

Multiple Sclerosis Society
The Grants Team, MS National Centre, 372 Edgware Road,
Cricklewood, London NW2 6ND
Tel: 020 8438 0700 Fax: 020 8438 0701
Email: grants@mssociety.org.uk
Web: www.mssociety.org.uk
The MS Society can give grants for people with MS if there is no other
official funding available. They can help with adaptations to
accommodation, wheelchairs and other specialised equipment. Grants
are also available to aid the personal development of people providing
care, which can include education grants. To find out more about
financial assistance from the MS Society, contact your local branch or
the grants team at the MS Society’s national office in London.
Alyson Jaffe
Learning Support Co-ordinator.
August 2017.
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